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Media release:  Launch of new scheme to help reduce alcohol-related disorder in Devon.

A new scheme to help reduce alcohol-related disorder in Devon is being launched on Wednesday 1 December. 

The Alcohol Diversion Scheme will give people who are arrested due to drunkenness an opportunity to attend an interactive course.  It is aimed at encouraging attendees to reduce their alcohol intake and assess the impact of drink on them and those around them. It will also empower them to change their drinking habits. 

The scheme, led by the Safer Devon Partnership, is the result of a number of partners working together including police, probation, fire service, Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) Co-ordinators, Devon Drug and Alcohol Action Team, and Exeter and North Devon Community Safety Partnerships. 

Aimed at new entrants into the Criminal Justice System, it will also be available to offenders who are subject to probation supervision, Acceptable Behavioural Contracts, Youth Offending Team supervision or those subject to treatment pathways.  This initiative is part of a wider delivery of Integrated Offender Management.

Quote from Superintendent John Vellacott (who holds the portfolio lead for the Drug and Alcohol Action Team for Devon):

“Binge drinking is an increasing problem in the UK. It can lead to increased criminality and can expose people to vulnerability and exploitation. The personal costs can be life changing and the costs to the public purse run into billions nationally. The alcohol diversion scheme aims to reduce crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour, by providing an effective intervention programme to educate, inform and empower people to change their behaviour. Offenders issued with a Penalty Notice for Disorder (PND) for being drunk and disorderly or an alcohol-related public order offence will also be given a leaflet advising them that the £80 fine will be waived if they attend the course. The penalty notice for disorder will still be recorded against them. A number of other Forces are already using alcohol diversion schemes, with a very low re-offending rate for those attending the course.

“When the scheme goes live in Devon, courses will commence initially in Exeter and Barnstaple. The scheme is likely to expand to Plymouth and Cornwall in the near future. The courses are provided by Druglink, a charity specialising in alcohol and drug intervention. Offenders will pay £40 to attend the course and thereby save £40 by having the Penalty Notice for Disorder fine waivered.  

The course challenges individuals’ thinking and behaviour and gives attendees an opportunity to understand how their alcohol intake affects their behaviour, the body, other people and society.”

Quote from Simon Perkins, Devon and Cornwall Probation Trust (Antisocial Behaviour Theme Lead, Probation Partnerships Manager and Strategic Lead for Integrated Offender Management):

“This scheme is an innovative interagency approach to tackle alcoholism and inappropriate behaviours which follow. Alcohol is the fuel behind many crimes. By working to address alcohol consumption this scheme will help divert people away from public disorder caused by binge drinking. Until now people caught drinking too much have been issued with a Public Notice for Disorder known as a PND and ordered to pay an £80 fine. Now they can attend a special course run by Druglink and pay a reduced fine of £40.  Whilst on the course offenders will gain an understanding of the longer term effects of drinking and the potential risks to themselves and others. They will learn how to identify risky situations, about alcohol units and how to make informed decisions on future drinking habits. The scheme has been shown to drastically reduce reoffending and combat alcohol related violence in other parts of the country.  This is great news for our communities and will help to make them safer.”

Quote from Jennefer Bliss (Drug and Alcohol Action Team):

“I am thrilled to welcome the Alcohol Diversion Scheme to Devon. It will provide a brilliant opportunity to target hard to reach groups and prevent them from further involvement within Criminal Justice system and reduce the huge costs to our health services.”

Quote from Malcolm Carmichael, Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service, Area Commander:

“The misuse/abuse of alcohol has been highlighted within Devon Strategic Partnership as a significant issue across Devon, with a huge amount of time and resources being used by every agency in the management of the consequences. The financial cost to society as a result of an individual death in a fire or road traffic collision is in the region of £1.6million; many are linked to the misuse of alcohol or drugs. The impact on families and friends cannot be fully imagined.

“This initiative is not just about cost reduction but a means to educate, raise awareness and public profile of the increasing problems experienced in our communities and to help those who are vulnerable to help themselves and those they come in to contact with.

“Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service is offering to host the courses at its community fire stations and access offenders to reinforce its community safety message, in particular respect to safety in the home and on the roads. Further co-operation between partner agencies will continue in the future.”

Quote from Dr Virginia Pearson, NHS Devon’s Director of Public Health said:

“We welcome this scheme and see it as an important step to reduce the number of people admitted to hospital with alcohol-related health conditions.

“Alcohol is one of the leading causes of health problems in Devon with almost 15,000 people hospitalised last year as a result of drinking too much – a cost of £30 million to the taxpayer. At weekends almost half of the calls for an emergency ambulance are alcohol-related.”
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